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BLENDED LEARNING AND TEACHING

Although the terms blended learning, hybrid learning, flipped classroom,

computer-based learning ĂŶĚ�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŽŌĞŶ�ƵƐĞĚ�ŝŶƚĞƌĐŚĂŶŐĞĂďůǇ�

they are not all the same thing, even if they all involve elements of class-

room work and learning outside the class with a computer, smartphone

or tablet.

The word blended makes it clear that the two parts are so closely inter-

twined that they neither can nor should be separated from each other

ŽŶĐĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ĐŽŵďŝŶĞĚ͘��/ƚ�ŝƐ�ŽŶůǇ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵďŝŶĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƌƚƐ�

which makes the product successful.

The parts of a blended learning course which learners carry out without

a teacher are not a replacement for the classroom, but added value

when combined with good classroom teaching.

The word good ŝƐ�ŽƉĞƌĂƟǀĞ�ŚĞƌĞ͘�KŶůǇ�ŝŶ�ĞīĞĐƟǀĞ�ĐůĂƐƐƌŽŽŵ�ĂĐƟǀŝƚǇ�ĐĂŶ�

all the advantages of the parts of the course which are carried out on an

electronic device be really useful und contribute significantly to learning. 

They should not be seen by learners or teachers as either merely added

value or dispensable, but as an integral part of the course, equally neces-

ƐĂƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƌƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƵƌƐĞ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƚĂŬĞ�ƉůĂĐĞ�ŝŶ�Ă�

classroom with a teacher and other learners.

THE ICE BLENDED LEARNING COURSE

The ICE Blended Learning Course aims to do this. The self-study modules

ĂƌĞ�ŶŽƚ�ŝŶƚĞŶĚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƚŚĞŽƌĞƟĐĂů�ŝŶƉƵƚ�ĨŽƌ�ůĞĂƌŶĞƌƐ͕�ďƵƚ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ƌĞĂů-

ůŝĨĞ͕�ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚ-provoking examples of how theory applies

to real-life people and contexts.

It is only if all this is borne in mind when preparing classroom teaching

that a blended learning course can be successful.



Teachers are fully familiar with the self-study material and

integrate it into their classroom teaching.

�ůĂƐƐĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĂƐ�ŝŶƚĞƌĂĐƟǀĞ�ĂƐ�ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ͘�dŚĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ĞīĞĐƟǀĞ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�

ƚĂŬĞƐ�ƉůĂĐĞ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ŝŶƚĞƌĂĐƟŽŶ͘

�ůĂƐƐƌŽŽŵ�ƟŵĞ�ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�ƚĂŬĞŶ�ƵƉ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐŝůĞŶƚ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ͕�ůŝƐƚĞŶŝŶŐ�Žƌ�

watching of videos.

How to make blended learning workBASICS OF BLENDED LEARNING

 Blended Learning does not
replace good face-to-face
teaching.

 Research shows that well-
ĨƵŶĐƟŽŶŝŶŐ�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ�ŽĨ����
learners produce the best
results.

 �ƉƉĞĂůŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐ�
online content can increase
ƚŚĞ�ĂŵŽƵŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƟŵĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�
learners spend engaging
with the course material.

 Online self-study content
allows learners to study and
ƉƌĂĐƟƐĞ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŽǁŶ�ƉĂĐĞ�
and receive the support
they need if and when
required.

 Linking online self-study
content with face-to-face
ƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�ĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ�ĐĂŶ���
considerably improve
ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ĞīĞĐƟǀĞŶĞƐƐ͘�
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What do I do if learners don’t do the self-study
activities?

This is, in fact, the main problem with any self-study course or

material. The following ideas may help:

hƐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂů�ŝŶ�ĐůĂƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ƟŵĞ͕�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ĐůĞĂƌ�ƚŽ�ůĞĂƌŶĞƌƐ�ŚŽǁ�

ŵƵĐŚ�ƟŵĞ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ƐĂǀĞĚ�ŝĨ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĚŽ�ŝƚ�ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐ�Ăƚ�ŚŽŵĞ�ďĞĨŽƌĞŚĂŶĚ͘

Demonstrate clearly how important the content of the self-study

ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂů�ŝƐ�ĨŽƌ�ĨƵůů�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�ĐůĂƐƐƌŽŽŵ��

ĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ͘�

If some learners use the self-study material, don’t penalise them by

ƌĞƉĞĂƟŶŐ�ŝƚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ͘�dŚĞǇ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ƌĞĂůŝƐĞ�ŚŽǁ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƚŚĞ���

self-ƐƚƵĚǇ�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂů�ŝƐ�ŝŶ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�ƚŽ�ƚĂŬĞ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ�ŝŶ�Ă�ƐĞŶƐŝďůĞ�

way.

Include tests and quizzes on the self-study material and, if possible,

award points and grades for these.

Assign homework tasks which can only be fully completed with the

help of the self-study material

Make it impossible to achieve a high grade in an end-of-term exam

without using the self-study material.


